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Letter from the CEO

As with any global industry, business aviation is
affected by numerous outside influences – fuel
costs, increases in taxes or fees, political shifts,
economic changes and security issues, to name a
few. At times, it can seem as though many of
those factors are outside our sphere of influence.
The truth is, most are not.

Business aviation is a $41 billion industry, not including the
business that owners and operators conduct once they’ve
landed. Our industry influences economies worldwide, and with
that influence comes clout. By working together to lobby
public officials, we can change legislation, reduce unfair taxes
and avoid capricious fees.

That’s why Universal Weather and Aviation, Inc. supports the
work of the National Business Aviation Association (NBAA),
the National Air Transportation Association (NATA), the General
Aviation Manufacturers Association (GAMA), and other like-minded
industry groups. It’s also why I sit on the NBAA Associate Member
Advisory Council (AMAC).

Recently, several issues have been debated on the legislative
front that threaten the future of our industry. One, a proposal 
to assess user fees on business aviation, has received extensive
media attention.

For instance, the nation’s airline industry is lobbying to cut as
much as $2 billion in taxes from its annual tab, shifting those
costs to smaller business aviation users and, in particular,
private businesses. If this bill is passed, it is likely that user fees
will increase three-fold.

Take a moment to visualize the trickle-down effect of
increased user fees: lower aircraft utilization; fewer airplanes,
pilots, other flight department personnel, and FBO and other
service provider employees. This means jobs!

Together, we represent a large and influential bloc of voters
and we have already proven that when we speak as one,
Congress listens. NBAA recently announced that thanks to a
strong grass-roots effort from the industry, a rider attached to 
|a U.S. Senate bill that would have dramatically increased taxes
related to the use of business aircraft - incurring the full cost,
was removed from the legislation. If the industry had not
rallied together to speak out against this legislation,
passengers would have been charged at normal charter rates
versus today's SIFL rates, and companies would not be able to
deduct expenses related to such flights (including depreciation
against taxable income!). The proposed tax would have
negatively impacted the industry at every level and every type
of operation – from those flying single-engine aircraft to
airliners. The removal of the proposed tax demonstrates our
level of influence when we work together.

NBAA has made it easy for us to express our opinion. Its Web
site includes a link to an online form that allows you to have 
a voice in this urgent matter. (Visit the NBAA Web site at
www.nbaa.org/public/govt and www.universalweather.com). As an
industry, we have an opportunity to continue to lobby against
bills that negatively impact the business aviation industry.

I urge you to continue to fight for the interests of our industry
and to visit the Web links above. Contact your congressperson
via these links and pass the Web addresses on to your aviation
colleagues. Together, we can secure the future of this industry.

In future issues of Universal, we’ll inform you of additional
opportunities to become involved and make a difference. In 
the meantime, I hope that you enjoy this summer edition.
And safe flying.

Greg Evans
Chief Executive Officer
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Feature Story

Universal Weather and Aviation, Inc. now offers Master Crew List (MCL) and
Advance Passenger Information System (APIS) online submission services,
providing a solution to operations that previously used the National
Business Aviation Association (NBAA) tool.

NBAA stopped offering MCL/APIS electronic filing services after the highly
detailed process required by the U.S. Transportation Security Administration
(TSA) and Customs and Border Protection (CBP) became even more
complex, with the addition of new requirements by the United
Nations/Electronic Data Interchange for Administration, Commerce and
Transport (UN/EDIFACT). APIS information is now required into and out of
every country within the Western Hemisphere.

Anticipating the requirements, Universal® had already programmed each
UN country into its system so that the requested filings can be
accomplished quickly.

“We ensure each filing meets the requirements of that particular country
because these processes require meticulous attention to detail,” said

Laura Everington, Universal Senior Trip
Support Specialist. “We know that can
be difficult for fast-paced operations.
Using our service will ease the burden 
of the filings.”

The new online submittal service was
created on a self-service, pay-per-use
basis via credit card, particularly for
users without a Universal Service
Agreement.

The Universal MCL/APIS online service
stores crew and passenger data for

future use, eliminating the need to re-key already accurate information
with each submission and making it simple to make future changes or
modifications.

“The CBP Web site does not store data. Every time you file, you must 
re-enter all your information,” Everington said. “Universal’s online
submission service streamlines the process.”

Universal has been providing MCL/APIS filing services on a targeted basis
through its Trip Support Services Team since the requirement’s inception,
following the events of 9/11. Clients with a Universal Service Agreement
contact their Trip Support Services team member directly, who collects the
required information from the client and then files the necessary reports
on their behalf. This way, the information is connected with other trip
information in the Universal database. The initial MCL must be on file 
with TSA for clients to utilize the Universal MCL/APIS services.

“However you choose to file, Universal is ready to take care of your needs
with convenient and flexible services,” said Everington. “Large companies
might have 25 filings a day. Universal can file the necessary MCL/APIS
reports on your behalf, helping you avoid fines and disruptions in 
your flights.”

Call, e-mail or submit a simple form and leave the rest to Universal.

Words of Praise from Privatair:

Privatair, a leading international business aviation group with
headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, uses Universal® to file and 
transmit its MCL/APIS data through Universal’s Trip Support Services.

George Lainas, Director of Training at Privatair, worked with the 
Universal Red Team for all the company’s international trips, so he 
said it was a natural decision to add MCL filing.

“We supply the raw data in a simple spreadsheet, and they make a
timely adaptation of the information to fit MCL requirements,” he said.
“The service is quick and easy.”

Lainas praised the quick response time and said “accuracy, competency
and confidence” were the words that first come to his mind in 
describing the MCL/APIS service provided.

universalweather.com 33

Laura Everington

To learn more about Universal's MCL and APIS services, call your
dedicated trip support team or e-mail apis@univ-wea.com.
Visit our website at universalweather.com.

Universal Now Offering Online MCL/APIS Filing 
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