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Aruba Aviation Pioneer to Receive Award  
at Grand Opening of Aruba GAT 

Houston, Texas (April 20, 2007) – Longtime Aruba aviation pioneer Mr. Harold Oduber was 
honored with a commemorative award for his more than 50 years of work in Aruba’s general 
aviation industry at today’s grand opening of Aruba’s new 1,500 square-meter General Aviation 
Terminal (GAT) April 20. The GAT is located at Queen Beatrix Airport in Oranjestad and is 
operated by Universal Aviation Aruba N.V., a subsidiary of Universal Weather and Aviation, 
Inc. (Universal®).

Mr. Oduber, 76, is the Managing Director of Oduber Aviation Center Inc., Aruba’s first general 
aviation FBO, which opened in 1976. Since making his first flight as amateur pilot in 1949, 
Oduber has remained a fixture in Aruba’s aviation industry. 

“As we celebrate the opening of this new GAT, it is appropriate that we honor Mr. Oduber – the 
visionary, who pioneered general aviation in Aruba by opening the nation’s first FBO more than 
30 years ago,” said Walter Lindo, Universal’s UVglobal Network® Regional Director, Latin 
America and the Caribbean. “In the 70s and 80s, the Oduber Aviation Center was the site where 
aircraft were brought in for repairs and inspection. Over the course of his career, Mr. Oduber has 
provided instruction and employment to many aviation professionals including pilots. Oduber 
Aviation Center’s success laid the groundwork for Aruba’s prospering general aviation industry 
and the new GAT we are opening today.”

“In addition to being a pioneer for general aviation in Aruba, Mr. Oduber has served as a 
wonderful philanthropist and ambassador of our industry,” said Claudio Stamper, General 
Manager, Universal Aviation in Aruba. “Whether leaving his pharmacy business to volunteer for 
search and rescue missions, personally delivering life-saving medications, or training some of 
Aruba’s top pilots, Mr. Oduber has contributed to the success of aviation in Aruba for more than 
a half century. This award recognizes his contribution and expresses our gratitude.”  

To learn more about Universal Aviation in Aruba, contact Claudio Stamper, (297) 594-8198, 
(297) 588-2465, or e-mail: aruba@uvglobalnetwork.com. To learn more about the UVglobal 
Network®, call (713) 944-1622 ext. 5707, N. America Toll-Free (800) 231-5600 ext. 5707, or 
visit uvglobalnetwork.com

# # # 

At Universal Weather and Aviation, Inc., our goal is to become a vital extension of our clients’ 
flight operations teams. Universal® offers services designed to provide business aviation 
operators seamless service from start to finish. Universal’s wide range of services includes flight 



planning, weather briefings, online tools, the UVair® Fueling Card and the UVglobal Network®,
UVdatalink® air-to-ground communication and more. Universal has been facilitating successful 
trips for business aviation operators since 1959. 

To learn more about Universal Weather and Aviation, Inc., e-mail sales@universalweather.com, 
or call (800) 231-5600 ext. 3300 (N. America Toll-Free) or (713) 944-1622 ext. 3300 
(Worldwide).

Universal: Success from the word GO.
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